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8LIüHT TASK FORÇË

CüLCHf;sï[R TÜW'\¡ ¡-IAtL

Thursday, ;April 28, 2û1$

Call y"* rsr*er hy ñ Silb*rrnån at 7:t4pryl

3 Present; E*gioni, Waugh, Sílb*rnran" ü*¡stafson
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Mçtiçnlo æ*r,*pt Minutes CIf la*t meeting Febr*ary 13", 2ü16 by War,:gh, s*e*nd by

Ðagi*ní, Apþr*v*ü3 *ü

M*tí*n t* accept "*ligh{ ürdinanee Ðecfaration of Purp*se and Srcpe" as arnended by

Waugh, ssrcnd by **giani, Åppr*ved 3 * *

Itdotion tr aücept definitisn of "Fl¡ght" from [xhibir. frZ by ßagiani. second ts'¡ Waugh,

Åpproved 3 * ü

fulati*n lc aceept dcfinitions *;f "ßlight Áppeafr tommittee", "slight ünf*re*ment

Con"lrnittee", 'ntwfi*r teeup#nt", "Pf*rnísgs" und "spe*íal (ieumgtan{*s", all frorn

fxhibit #2 hy Waagh, s*eand hy Ðagíoni, Appr*v*d 3 * û

Aiscussad Future ?01"S ryiesting rì*t*s

Mctísn t* Adj*urn by üagioni, s*ü*nd by Waugh, Appravcd 3 * 0

Meeting aelj*urned by R Silherrnan *t *;?tpm
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Tçwn cf Cplchsster
Elight O r di nanæ Wurkl*rg #ö{umsnt

Ðratt&3" *ecâara*í*n of Furp*se and Senpe

ü¡$laretian rf Purpnse:

It ís declared that the pwsen**, r:Í ?tlí*?zfaúan*'4"*axw**g;rrperti*s adversely
sffeets the quality of life of the rçsidenfs and tl¡e sc*ruornic well-bet*g af the
T*vrn of Cclehester. The purp*** cf this &rdinanr"c is t* defíxe" prnhíbit, *r'rd
abat* blightx a¡*d*+iai$aÐ€es; tt prÕteåt, prets{v*, a*d pronrct* pubfíc he*{th,
salety ar¡d welfare; and to pr*s*rve and prnl.ect prÕperty val*es wiThin the T*wn
nf Colclrester. This ûrdína*ce is ad*pted pursaant tc tçpr¡ectic*t 6enËr*l
stätirtes S?-3a8{cX7i{t-tXxv} and iç crnsidereri {*eem*d ts be} a ÍSllght aa#"
Så+*¡åaiqr*.#sd+*ü'rq€e..

Sccpe:

Thís ûrdinacc* shall apply unifornrly tr the maíntenanse sf all ¡"esËdential,

¡lgnresídentíal, cat*n"ereiafindÐstríä1" and *ndev*l*ped prenrises nor¡r in
existence ar herea{ter {tnstrutted, rna$nlained, rnodified sr abanúsnaú/vaxated.
The fallowing shall be exelud*d: agric*ltural lands as da|,tned in Secïion 2?-31b} çT

the Ccnneelicut GensralStatut*r; land dedieat*d as public ar stmi-Bublie *çen
spare ûr pr*serue.d in its naturel state thro*gh t*nservaiion *ä$em€Rts; êteä$
derignated ** T*rvn Maps as inlanc, wetlar¡ds andw&terqrsrses,

N* ow**r *f real prup*rty locat*d in ths T*wn *l Cçlchester shall aìl*w, erûät€,

maintain, ûr {i?{i$* t* b* cre¿t*d or ¡r'laintainerl a blight*d or nuisanee prÕperty as

úetailed ín ths #efín¡t¡$ns s*ctiÐ* cf {his øndinaRce" Thís Ðrdinanee r*ccg*ízes all

applieable Stafe and tËwn *t;¡tutes ar¡d c*des sueh as bui{ding rsdas, fire cr:des

*nd healttl c*des,
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{T*wn uf Csl*hsstër
Sligl"lf ürdinance Wnrking Docurnent

Fraft #I" þefínïtions

úelinirran,il , 
:.., ; rÌ¡., .-.

ãÅîghit *t:'*ü¿*t**, A s!rcscttsr* *r premises in a stateof substantial deterícrati*n which pûsÊs a
særi*us sr imfficdiatæ dangær t* the tommunity through risk çf cof lapse, fire, inf estat¡Õn ùr *t¡erwis* puîs *t
rtsk'lheheaîTh, safety *r w*.lf*r* *f ritízens *f the Tür-#n å$ evzúenç,*d by one çr rnareof the fcllowir.rg 

b_ u,

e**dzltvns *etunzenr.*d by a t*wn Suildíng ÐTÍicial, Fir* Marshall, Health lnspectur, or Folice üepartmenr,t"iià, , ;JZ) Struct$ral isçue ç sueh a5, but nct lirrúted !a, r*isslng or b*arded windows or drors; collapsing ar
rnlssing wall*, raaf çr fla*r; âv,t*rit)r walls with substantial breaks, h*fes, lcase or ratting
mat*riaNs; f*undaïiç* walls with substanttal tsreaks ûr *pen cracks; chin:neys, pcre hes, deckE sr
uther at?.arhm*nts that are in a sçbstantial stata cf eiisrepair sr \ffeakened, d*tcrior*ted, *r
structaratly unsçund çtmpCInentsi g*neral dålaBidatianu deeay, or ir¡festaticn.

3 3l Attraetingillegal activity as d*cumer¡ teú by law ænfçrcæment;
' 'j2 ?rem¿ses c*ntainin| acrtsmulatsd debris, garbage, re,¡Les*,rr-¡hbish, ûr infestaticns.

ü*bríc: î¿laterial whir,lz is i*capa*le ç{ irczmedial*ly per{*rmingthe function for vølrích it vøas d*signeeJ
í*cÊuding, h*-¡t npt limit*d ts: ab*ndçned, discard*rJ, *r unus*rl *biærts;junk eomprised of equípment such as
*utorn*bil*$u bÕât*, *nd rsersati*nal vehicleg whleh are unregístar*d, rnissing parts, nûT. {.çtrplere. in
âppeilranta anei in *r¡ obviçus stats of disr*paír; parts eif vehicles, furniî.ure, applianees, cans, bexes , sÇrâp
n'letal, tires, bãttrrí*s, **ntainers, *fid garba8eltrash in pubfic view.

Þe*ay: Å wasting *r w**ríng åway; a gradunì decline ín str*ngth, soundness *r quality; tç become
dee*mpcs*d or rolten, exeeBt ð {Ðntãí*ed c*mpnst píle.

*ilapidat*d: *ec*yed Çì'r**en b*y*nd repair.

Ëxlenusting sr Spcris$ Circumstanee$: Speei;:l cçnsideraticn given t* individ*als wh* rïÊ#r snü
ûr mçr* üf the fcll*wing crit*rJa;

1| Ðisabílity as defined andçr the Åmericans with Dissbilities AcT of Lsgt and dees nst have a
hr:usehold m*mb*r capable r:f providing the r¡ecessary maintenance;

2i frlderly as defíned æs ðgs sixty fivr: {65} years wh* does not have * household memb*r c*pnble
*{ prnviding th* ¡ree*ssrry ma;intenance;

3t Low ineome *r tr*nçmic $:arclship sh*ll mean ån Õx#ner or family unit has an inecmç belaw the
highest lev(rl cf "qaaîífying inü*me" *stablished by C*r"rn. $ener;ll Statute Secticn l?*
17tdia){a}.

eap*bÍe individual sl:all inelude childre¡r above sixteen {1"6} y*ars cf age withar-¡t a physical çr ¡nenral
disæbility as n*ted herein.

Garbage : Pulrescibte animi*l and r,r*getahlç wast¿¡ resulting fronr thc handlíng, prûpãratiüp, eaoking
and consunrptiur of f*:od cr the keeping *f pets or nther anirnnls.



I

Graffïti; Åny fel{ers, ntrntb*rs. w*rd *r ,uürds, wr:itings *r ínsrriptí*n*, symb*ls, dravtí*gsncarvíngs,
stickers, *tehings nr nth*r marking* which d*{ace*, *hliterat*c. c*vsrsr **lters, dam*ges, t:r desytroys
real *r pers*nal prap*rty *{ ænr;thær.

lllegal fi,ctiuitîæs; lllegai csndt¿et ät the pr*nii**s Thêt pÐsçs a threat to tha healtãr , s*f*ty and
we{lb*tng*î th* ecmmunity as d*cumentad by the T*wn or State p*lice saparîm*nt

lnføstatl*ni Mry prssænter ínvasicn, cr harhorage pNaces *f ínsects, rcdÈnt*, ve rrnirl, ßr athet p*s1.s

tn tt'i€ çr*mis*s f ltat constitute a health h*rard CIr exist in numbers as tç be harnrfr.¡l *r bsthersrsme.

Me*hani*al fiquipnnÊnt: Åny ðppårstlts designed tG *p€rêtË by an ínt*rnaf camhusrion engine cr
designed tÕ b€ tüwed by any äppæråtus propelleel by an internal ccmi:usti*n engine; to alEc inctucle
el*rtrk. an* pn**r**t i c *q uip r*c,nt.

Natl,ral Fi*îd State : ,Ar*as wher* gräss¡ \ueeds, and brush exiçt in thæ nat*ral un-l*ndsenped stat*.

Natural Wa*ded $tate: Areas whsre trEes and brush *xist in the natural urr-landscaprei state.

ftleighbor or f$elghborhosd: Ån individu*lor ar¡:a *f tcwn cumprised nf premise* or p*rcefs *f
iand any pilrt *rf which is within * radius of 1,$$ü {set cf i}ny pi}rt of ancfhe r paree I *r lor withín the
tnwn.

Nuisance: A publie nuisancÐ ls a prernise s or publíc right-al-waV abutting sueh premises that *ny *f
th* fallowing ecnditi*ns *¡rists therssn:

1) Any structure whãeh is ån n state úl dilapidaticn , de{;¡y, or ís apen l* th* elem*nts nnd *nable tc
pr*vleie shçzlter ôr sërv& the parpase {çr wk*ch it was c*nstrvcterJ;

2i Pre$líse$, *uupied by a structure intcnded far occ*pancv ûr u$s, in which gråss, we*ds, *r
sirnilar veäætaLian {*xcf uding flowerc, {ruits, a*d v*g*tables sr are*s maintained in {h*ir original
rtaTl.rrally fíeld *r w*o<Jed stäte, ís allow*d ta reaeh *nd r*¡nain åt ä heiËht of twelve {l"I) inches
Ðr Erater fsr t$n {åt} days *r l*ngcr;

3) Ûead, d*eaycd, diseased cr d*maged trees {ûnstituling a hauard or dang*r to adjacept
premis*s ür the occup*nts th*rseif or ta public prcp*rty;

4) Tutc *r rn*rr unre#ister*d åïütûr vehieies in publie view, pursuãnt tû c<¡nnectieut GensraN

- stêtut* S**ti*n 14^l5*a; /

\ll Residcnii¡lly zanerf prcperty with ar:y c*mbinati*n cf ? ûr rîrÕrü pieces af mee hanical

61 llesíderrtiel $r c*rrìmercially r*n*d prCIpÈrtv that has ;rceumulatsd debris or lænciscaping such æs

träËs, shr*bs, hedg*s, grã$s tr pl*nts which physic*lly hinder *r interf*re wirh th* use of any
public sid*rva$k andl*r priv*te str*et cr right-af-wåy ür xny r*ad sig¡r.1.

71 The ¡:rcsen*e af gr*ffití.
8] Pr*mlsss which hnve b*en d*cunrenteeT by li:cal or state l¿¡w enfcrcsfiìent rû be th* site of

*xg*ing illegal ;rcriviry.



twner'. Any person{s}, firnn, i*stítution, partn*rship, corp*ration, fauntf atirfi, efit¡ty, ar *Llthrrity
whcr *r which hr:lds title t* re al pftlp{:rty ür äny rnçrtgãgc, cr *th¡:r s*sured or eqwitable ínter*st it1
sueh prcperty? as doc*ment*d ín th* Tçwn records.

Frcmiseg: Å platted \vt *r part T?zereaf *r *n^platt*d tot or parcel nf lanri *r pl*t çf land, eirhrr
eecupied ûr un#ttupied by any dw*lling nr nax-dw elling str*rt*re and inçludesanr¡ such building,
ãc{ûSsr:iry structure ar *ther strúcturelh*re*rz, ûr år"iy pnrt th*r*cf. Th* tarm "prû{füses,' shall b*
dee¡'*sd tc incfudc *ny parcæl rfi Íanð ar çtructur*s, builúings, <iw*lf ings v,tithinth* Town ûf Cclehester.

Ft¡blíc View: Vistble {r*m any pubNì*. riglt!-of-v,tay or lrantany abutfån #{}r*pert¡.

Rgfuse; All p{.}tr*sr:ible anú nan*pulr***blx s*lids {except body wnstn s}, in$udinghut n*t limited to
garbage, rubbish, a#h*s, dead anirnals, *xtrcntenttrnm pets ar other anima\s.

frt¡bbislu ftnn^putr*s cible saliú wã5te5 c*nsisT.íng ú fs*Ih *csrnbastíbl* anú **nç*mb*çtihle nrnterials

{*xeept g;irbage}, stlcN"¡ as w**rï, **al, cardT>*ard, paper, plasTie , wrappi*gs, {ü*tain*rs, rågf, *årtang,
boHe5, tr** bra¡rches, brush, yard trimmin1s, târrs, metal gtaxs, cr*ek*ry, building m*tariaN*"

Sår*¡rture t Anything crnåtructed , *r*cteú, br"rilt, nr jninaei t*g*ther *nd lccatæd Ðfi, in, *r attached to
real pr*perty, includingwiL?z*aT limítatås*" any buil*Íång, tlwelli*g, fenÇë, walN, swílnming po*|, post,
pâtei tüv,tër, ar *rheî artíficial çbjæüt.

llnsa1r* Struetur*: Åny sïructurs which meets conr1itions that would lik*ly result in illness, injury, or
úæath t{ allçweú f* p*rsist.

Va*ant or ,&bandüned: ,Any peri*d cf sixty {6#} days cr lnnger durir:g whieh a pr*r-vrises subjeet ta
this ordinenc* is npt legallV cccr¡pied.
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Purn*se:

#

[t is h*reby r{scogniä*útbat the existertür rf xigniÍi*anrly
clil*pidated, *i*rnage rJ, unr*pair*d, unmaintained anú/or litt"*r xtr*wn pr#perrå*e..'r,..,,.,

{c*mmcrnly refbrred ro as "blighted"} üån ädrÈrs*Iy aff.ect the prcperfy valuËçpt i:

abuttirrg pnrperties, *f thos* i¡r thr: i¡u¡n*diat * neighb*rh<t*ú an*l, in s*¡."¡:d ca*'**i:''

lrave a negaliv* imp'art Õil 'àtt entire s*mmunity. Fu'l"her, blight*ú praperfie* ran
tiseate¡r tfie health " sa{e{y, an*J u'elli}re ûf arca recid tnls a*d husiness ape raïions.
-l'he pirr¡rse *f this ürdinarl** is {i } ta de{in*, pr"*i,hihil anð abat* blig}rt*d
premises; {7} t* protecl, pr*s*rv* and preinrr:rlt: public k*alth,, safety xnd rvelfar*;
and {3} to pr*xrrvt and pm{ect Brüpçrty v¿rlu*$ withir: Íhe Tçwn *f Ma¿låsr}n" T}iås

arsiinance is ad*pted purs*ant tti thç *ufhority granf*rl by (*nn*clicuï Çeneral
$tatues $7- Ia${c}t7}, *7-1a&t*}t}}$li{sv), b7-1{ti{aal, aztd #7- I5' {c).

#CüflEr
"Tlhis ürdinânÇ* *hall a:pply t*: the rr:aintrx¿ince of all rÈside¡:ti*lly ancl

rq:mrnercially znned, pr*r:rixes nolq' i¡: exisåence çr here"a*.er ccnstructed,
tnaint¿rin¡:do or lnodilisd hut shali ,exclude: agricultural ïands as delinerJ ån $ectlrrn
22-3(b) ar*tbe Ccnn**ti*ut {i*nera} $tatutes; land elcelicat*d as puhlic or serni-
publie open xpa** #r pr:ss*t'vecl in its natural sfat*: fhrclrgh crinscrirríçn ease*nents;

ür arÐås ö*xignated as inland rvetTands an¡j wat*rc$trrsss ür csmmsrcial, inrl*sfri*Ï,
nrarins zçneú âïe{rs.

Ileftnifi¿¡n*: Fcir the p{"r¡?ose$ rif this #rslifiance, the fcllsrving wcrels, tenns
and plrr*sss shall hsve the fr:1L<twingm*anirtgs, unless thc c*nfexf *learly i¡:dicales
otherwise;
I3t,ifiHT API3L:ÂLS Cüf\4Mf TÍËþ. *ShallJrC.* f¡ve {5) n:emher cc}m¡nitt**
c<rnrprised of *l*ctor* of the Tclvn *f-\a.sd"i&tiþ|frinte* by the f,}*arcl of
,\el*sclxren arrd r;harged with h*aring app*als fionl nctiq)$s Çr decisíons r:f th*
Bli gbt Ii rrtu rcün: *nt C * mmilt*e 

"

ß{".IfiI-fT"HNFüR{:î:tÅ!,fTlNT {l#tuiìVlÍT*fïi*i - Shal} be a muïti-clis*ipIined
cel*unitt*e clesignated lr: ecftlrc* th* ¡rr*visicns olthis {}rúznançe. trt rvilf he

c*r;rpost*d of the üuÍkling üfficinl, Dile*{nr'*f l'lealth, Zoning fi*f'+rr:¡¡nis¡¡l
tlfficer;urd any *Lh*r "I*rvn *l CCIlch*st*r ernpioy'er designnted try the ËÌ*ard of
$slectm*n.
ffitf ü["lT]:D PRfiMTSî:S -;\ny huiiding, stnrcturc ÐT" parcei r"rJ'l*nd. including
vyithclut lirnitatio¡r, single lamiïy nr multi-{ìunily resi<ìential or rüÌÌliln*r*ial,
wh*th*r occupied or vaea¡:t in lvhi*h *t least rnc of th* {'oll*wirrg c*lrditiçns çxists:
I l ìt is dee¡ueel an uns¿ifç strucïur* ur clesignateeï ss unfit fr:r hunrarr hnbitation
by the ll*ilcting"#tffi å"k *,@.6
?) ft is a fire haaarrl as deler'¡rrinc.1 by thc irirc M¿rrshal rr as ducur:rsntcd by the



Ilir* $*partn¡en1"
3] lt is detsnnined lsy tlte Tlrr**t*r ç{ IÅ*,'alth rhat thc ççnditîçn c}t'the ä:uilíting"
st¡"u*tnre t>r parc*T ç{ l*tzd p{;ses a serir:us çr il:irmcdiat* clanger to th* safefy,
he"*ith t>r gtneral wslt'ar* *f the *omrnxnîty.
4) ltis nr:tb*ing n<iequately nrainäained aird is visiblÐ lrç:m cithe¡: {he street cr
{rom ad3ac*nt pr*perty. ?}r* iblleiwing firetors sluEll be çt:nsielered in
úetermirúngwh*th*r it is r:*t being aeleqnat*ìy mainiain*d:

. bïultipÅ* rnisxing, hr*lcen ç¡r br:arded winilclrvs or docrx.
n Ç*llap*ing, s*rl*usly dau:ag*d, t:rl'rnissing rv;lllx' rc*f, *iding ür ütåïÐT"

qxteriçr f*atwr*s in*ludi*g hut nct neceçsariiy limited 1r: *tairs, p*rchesu
railings, h*t*hw uys, cil im n*ys t;r fTaclrs.

* ?ersistent ac*urnulatiern *f exes*siv*. åfi:#ullt* *f garbåge or trash o¡r the
pret:*ises.

, Chrçsnicaily negNe*ted anef/*r in.aperable mctor vehicles, rårnp*r trailers,
çr tt*'ats being stcred r:n tirr* premises, unless gariiged, fnr a peri*d cl'tinre
in *xccss ç:t úü days."lhis resTricÍion sb¿rll nof âpply t* nfËse*s*n storage
of rcer*ati*nal vshicles and bcats.

* ülrtsiel* st*rage, fur n p*ricd *f ti¡xe i¡r sxcess *f $ü days, *f rnaf*rial or
*quipn:*nt rvhir;h is ir:capabl* *t p*rftrmixg {be functi*n far rvhi*h it is
d*sigi'lerf, inelucling, b¡"rt n*t limited tc, par"fs çf autcmabiles, tuuriture,
appliances, ÇåJlå! br¡xfs, scråp metal, tires, baTferies, containers, et*.

' I{"*¿lent harh*rags andlor inf*statiryn.

" Clrrcnically {wsr-grÕwfi &{eßs, weeús, *r similar veg*talicn th*t ix al!*wxd
tr¡ ¡'saci: and lem*iTr *zt itlt*âght tlf tr¡civ* {12} imches *r gt:eal*r. Cuåtivateel
ga;dcns '*nú areas ¡xair¡tair¡*d in th*:ir nåturålly lvn*dsçf, f ield, *r sh*r*lin*
stafç are sp**il'ically ex*h.rr{ed frnm the h*igilt i:equir*me*t s* sTated.

, t)çmwerci¿iï parfuing {}rcír$ lefi in a state cfldisr*pair cr ahasd*r:ed.
üWI{HIVü{:{:UP,4}fT *,4.}l inclivislu*l$u lÌruns, partners}:ips, rllrp$rations, limite¿l
ltability crsrporaLi*ns *r sth*r *ntiti*s t:r autho¡'iti*s whi*h ûwTr, l*a*eo r"**t, posse$*,
ür #te resp*nsil>l* {?:r property r.r'i{hin ti,e 

.T'cwn"

PKÉlVnSË't * ¿, l*t çr parcel ¿lnd ¿¡ll buiklings, stn¡eturesr ür'iläes l*e.¿rted th*re*n.
XFXÇTAI, CIR{:l"Jfu1Sl.Å?"fCH$ -' Sherll Tïeån ¿r per"s¡rrrel or sc¿rnomic har*ishi¡r
r.vhich rçnrJerx th* üwn*r/ûccupant ineapai:le of canrpt-ving with an orqler uf the
ßiight Ðr'r{brc*rnsnt {lq:mrxittc*. Surli s¡r*cial circ.Lrr¡:staflrÊ.* môy be cünsider'*d by
lhe lSlight Åpp*rrls C*rnmilte* ii$ grûilndr¿ t* proviele utkf itional fìesibility in
ceimplying lvith an cirtler r:f tli* lliight f:lnfcr*exrrcnt Cçmmitt*e.
{v} {}rr:hihiti*t't" Ir shall he prohìbit*rl for any {)wn*rlüueupar:t cf nny pren:is*s
r¿,ithir"r th* 'I"*wn ul'ilolchestcr to allcl.v such pr*misex [* [:*come hlighted *r tc¡ lbil
tr: cçrrcc{ a pre-e.tis{ing hlig}rtecl ecnditi*n.



{tl} ftey:r:rting u Suspæîerl \ríül¿tîíçn" Any resid*n¿ within the"f*rvn of Cclch*sts¡:
I1ì{¡y Tepürf a sus¡:*cteil vi¡:la¿i*n of this ü¡dinance. Written **rnpl*ints shalT he
subffiitted *n il lbrrn preserib*d by th* ßlightI[)nfçrc*zn*nL C*nzzmittce. In the
absence t>f a rvrítfen *i:mplaittt* uny inember st the ßlight Y,ntbrcentent {çrnntitt*e
nray initiate an investiga{ic}n i}f a p*ssible vinlatiort *f rltis ürdinanç*..
{*l l}eierminçÍírsn af T/ír"ú*tir:n. If, wfter r*c*ipt of a ccmplaint and a xubsetlu*nt
investigatiun. a prabahï* vialati*¡r *f this #rdinanç* exists, tlte Tâlight Ti.n{çrcv:menl.
ilq¡rnprittee shall hnld * rneeTing ttt t:*vi*w the subjee t" romplaints and rli*çusst1:rcir
ii:vesrigaÍive {indings. Thes* meetingx sha}l be þp*ntti the publir anú b*th the
Ûwn*r/*ccupanf ¿l*d rhs crsmpl,:atnxnt shall lsr' n*tifr*ú *{ thç tir;n* an1, datç *T th*
meeti::g *t rryhich th* sub.je*t Pren"¡is{:s rvill bc <iixcussecf; T:row*ver 

" tht absent* *f
eitlr*r fir* üwncrfüc*upnnt *r the *omplai*anf *hall n*t preclude the CrtnzmitLery
{i"çn: hCIlding the mceting sn<i makingafnrrnal fr*ding."Th*#lighr Ënfì:reen;ænt
Ücn:mitle* shall take a v*te tc r3eLermine whether thç ¡:rsndittr>n çt th* subjeer
fremises tr:ilstitutes a viclatiçn sf this Qrdin&nce and shall alsa d"etçrmine hcw the
vioialiûn sbsll be abated" A majarity vûte shall Ðstnhll*hth* {çrmnl {wsúittgaf fh*
C*nrmi¡fce. if" t}:t: $ligl:t î,nfçrcexxent Cçmrnttte* frnds tha{ rh* Fremiççx is :rr:¿ i¡r
vi*lati*n CIf this *rdinançe,lh*e C<trx.mittr* shall natb* requtr*d 1* revt*w
¿rdditi*nal eornpl,aínts cn the *alrr* Prsmi*cs fi:r a p*rir:d *f six {f:} rnnnths.
þlt¡.vçver, it th* lJlight ff,n{<tr*,*ment üc}mmitt** be licves lhat the *cnditiçn *f the
Frernises has cha*grd tç warrånt firthcr r*view, The ücmmi{t** may enler-tain
rep$&L cowplaktts rvåtkin ¿l shç$cr time periocl.

$) lv*rice *t"lti*f*tÌun" LIp*n deternrinatir¡n thnl a violalion *f this {Jr"çlina¡ice
exisls, the Illight fir":i?rrcc¡nçnf Cammitt*e sh¡¡ll serv* à rc'rit{en ¡¡*tice of vialnficin
lo the ffrryner1ûccupant^ 'fhe nntie* of vi*l*ti*n shall s{*Te {i) the vi¡:lati*n; {iî} th*
clat* upcn rvhich th¡: viclation shall be rcrxedieri; iiii) Thst the f¿lilurq'ç1'fhc
*wnErlü*cupnnt fn I'einecly th* viclation within the prescrib*el ti¡ne shall result in
tlre issuan*e of a eitati*n i¡l acccrdan** with Sec¿i*n trü cI this ürdiní1nü*; tiv] rhæ

amotrnt uf the daity *iviï penalties and any other frnes rst: penalties irnpuserl r"rncler

SectÍcn S; {v) th¡lt if tlle ürvner/Ocoupant {:a'tls tc reffüvË or retneúy fhæ violation,
the T*wn rnð]¡ cìu.lse thc ¡:cmeeliatiqxr of the violatiçn at tlt*. exp*nsö ç{ the
$rvner/{}ceupunt; ancl ivi} that t}ie t}wnerl{3ccr-rpaní ltas a right to an a¡:p*al in

shall alxr; ins:ludc a lact shcct eurnpilcd by the Senior Scrvîc*.s Com:nissír:n
outlining assisTilnc* that is availabie fr:r pr*pertli owtlçr$ age #5 çr olcler.
h*livi:r3 cl'thc ncltir* af'vialaticrl tr^) {hç {Jwrierlûccupant shaìl bc b3; c,crtilìei1
¡trail" rclr¡n"i r*ccipt requerst*<i xnçl sirnuh*ne*usly [:y l-egrilar lJ.S. F*st¡rl Service
tn¿iiÌ- addrsxssd t* the {Jrv¡ierrYûcr*pftnt anci m¿liied tc ¿rl1 kn*ll'r'l ¿rddr*sses l'or sr¡ch
ineiívitluaï. lf sueh r^nailings ar* und*liverahlc, su*l1 nCItice sh*ll bc pr*r'idecl by
c{elir'çry hy State h4arshal t* t}r* Pr*n:ísss.



{9} Tirne Í}erí*el.fr;r Á.Íst¿lan¿enl / {îxîer¿sirs¡rs. 'l'he äÍight ilnliirc*ment #urulrittee
shall provide an {}w*erft}*cuplrnt a mini¡tu;m r¡f síxty {úCI} day* to aba{e a
vitslatiCIn *Tthis ürdinan*e; Ír*lvever, lhe tÌlighr [:nfbrcernsnt t*rnmittee ui*y
aålow {'*r a l**ger ti¡r:e p*ri*d l*r abatemenå rl*pending r:n the naåur* *f *Trc

vi*lntisn.
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Blight Tesk li{irü*

Purpose.

It i hereby r*cngnized that ths existence nf *ignifirantly
dilapidafrld, d* ma ged, u nrepai red, u nmaintained and/or lítter strewn
proþerties {commanly r*ferred to aç "blighted"} can adverscly affect
the pr*perty value* cf ab*tting properties, of those in the
immediate neighbnrh*od and in softiË c#sÐs, hsve a negative in:peet

on an *nlir* rcrnmxnily. Furlher, blighted propertiec can thr*aten ths
h*alth, *afæty,and welfare of arsa resìdents and busine$s Gperatißtls'

The purpase *t this Ürdinånt# is {1) to define, prrhibit and sbate
btighted pr*mises; {?) to protect, preserve and prornote publie health,

saiety an<j welfnre; and {3} ta prêserrrÕ and prot*el prcperty values
within ihe Town of tslcheçter,
Thia ordinan*ê is adnpted pursuant to the authority
grani*d by tonne*ticut Genersl $tatues *

$7-xa8{c}{7)

$7- 1 a8{c){r}{r-{i{xvi

$T-148{aa}

$7-152(c)

Scnpe"

This crdinance shall apply ta atl residentÍal, ncnresiden undevel*ped
premis*s nsw in *xisle**e sr hereafter çonstruutsd, or mcldified in

the Tcwn af tolchesTer,Ce¡nn*çticut but si:all exclude ägfieu lands as

defined ir"¡ Se*tion 22-3{b} of the trnnectíct¡t General $tatutes, land d*di*ated as

puhlic or semi-public cpen ãpâce or prssÐmed in its natura{ state
inrouEh cnfiservatinn *ã$emenls, or âfleäs d*signated as inland w*tlands *nd
B¡ätËrÊtilrses.
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üefinitions

&LIQHTED PRf,MI$ñ$

Any buitdíng, structure or pareel al land,
Nncluding withaut lirnitaÌi*n,singte farnily or multi-
family r*sidæntial ør c*mmereial, whether ac*upiad *r
vacant in which af least sne of th* foHrwing conditions exisfs:
1)
It is d*em ed an unsaf* structure or design at*d a* u*fit for human
habitaticn by the Ëuildlng tffi*ial

2'
It is a fire hazard ax d*termined by the Vír* Marshal rr as
documented by the Fire Departr:rent

3)
It is determined by the building department thal {he roniJition çf the
building, strurcture or parcel çî l*nd pösss a çeri*us or immediate
danger to the saf*ty, health ür geilerål welfaro of the comrnunity
4)
lf is not being adequately maintained and is visible from either the
street or from an adjacent pr*perty^

The follnwing factors shall bs con*îdered in determíning whether it i*
not being adequately maintained:

Multiple missing, brnken or bcarded wlndows or dcors.

tollapsíng, serinusly damaged, or missing walls, rccf, siding rr other
exteriCIr features încluding but nol nete$ssrily limit*d t* stairs,
p*rches, railings, hatrhways, chimneys Õr floors.

Fersistent accumulation cf excessive amounts of ç*rhågË or tr*sh an
the premiee*.

Çhrsnicatly neglectad and /nr inoperabla mctcr vehi*les, camp€r
trailers,rr boats beir"rg stored on the premis*s, unless garaged, for



ä per¡od of time in exeess çf 8t days.
This restriction shail nat apply to off-s*as*n *torag* *f recresticnal
vehicles and boats that are currently register*d in th* stale of
Csnnecticut.

Outside st*rage, f*r a p*ríad CIf tims in excsss of 6ü days,of material
or equipm*nt which i* incapable of performing th* functior¡ for which
it is design*d, includinç, but not limited to, parts of automobiles,
furniture, applianc**, ç.an*, boxes, scrap metal, tir*s, batteriss,
contaíners, tires, êtc.

Rsdent harborage anåfrr ififestatícn. {caused by excexsive
garbaEe,ect)

tvergrown gräsã, weeds, ar similar vegetation that are allowed to
reach and remain at a h*ight af twelvc {l â} inches or greater.
Cultivated gardens and area* maintained in their naturally wood*d,
field çtate are xpecrfrcally ex*luded fram the h*ight requirement so
stated.

trymmærciallResidental parking ãreãs left in a state of di*repair or
aband*n*d lhat are çæusing eroslon on adjoining pr*perties, ar
harboring unlawful setivitie*, eet.
ÐWNtrFJTüTIJPAhJT

All indivlduals, firms, partnerships, corpcrations, limited liability
c*rpnrations or other entíties or authnrlties whicl-r ûwfin le#$t,rent,
pü$$Êss, or ãre responsible for prcperty within the Tcwn.
FRHMIS[S

A lot or parc*l and all buildingx, structures, ór u$ss located thereon.
$Pf;CIÅL TI RCUMSTANJTf;$

Shall meån â personäl or ecçn*mic hardship which renders the
üwnerl*ccupant incapable of rornplying with an *rder frarn the
as*igned town offictal 

^

$uch specíal cireumstance$ m*y be considsred by the Tnwn
Appeals earnmitte* as grçands to provide addiiionel flexibilíty in
complying with an order frcm fhe town nfflcials.


